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1892 ENGINEERING Advert by Brush 

 

 

Hartford Electric Light Co in Connecticut began operations on April 7, 1883, when it 

inaugurated commercial electric service at sundown with a lighting demonstration at 

Hartford's Union Station. HELCO began with six customers and one public street lamp, 

shown in this picture.   The HELCO generating station was on Pearl Street next to the boiler 

house of the Hartford Steam Company, whose coal-fired boiler produced steam to drive 

HELCO's prime mover - a 50-horsepower steam engine - which was belt-connected to drive 

a Brush 28-light electric generator.   Through wires strung temporarily along Asylum Street 

building walls and rooftops, this steam engine-generator supplied direct current to 21 arc 

lamps to illuminate the railroad depot, two pharmacies, a saloon, bakery, carriage shop and 

- on Pearl Street - a single lamp in front of the HELCO engine shed.   

 

 



 

Peter Brotherhood (Peterborough – UK) steam turbine and Brush dynamo – 1885  

 

In 1992, Brush Apprentices renovated and rebuilt this 1880 Brush “Vienna” dynamo for company display. 


